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SUBJECT: TENG'S AP INTERVIEW AND THE LOCAL PRC-CONTROLLED PRESS 

REF: HONG KONG 8235, HONG KONG 10851, HONG KONG 10865 

SUMMARY: THE LOCAL PRC-CONTROLLED PRESS, WHICH HAD 
APPARENTLY LACKED GUIDANCE EARLIER ON HOW TO ASSESS THE 
SECRETARY'S VISIT, QUICKLY PICKED UP TENG HSIAO-PING'S 
REMARKS TO THE AP DELEGATION. POLLOWING U.S. REACTIONS 
TO THESE REMARKS, THE LOCAL PAPERS PUT A MORE POSITIVE 
LIGHT ON THEM AND ON THE VANCE VISIT ITSELP. END SUMMARY. 

1. VICE-PREMIER TENG HSIAO-PING'S SEPTEMBER 6 COMMENTS 
TO THE ASSOCIATED PRESS DELEGATION ON SINO-U.S. RELATIONS 
WERE CARRIED PROMINENTLY IN THE HONG KONG PRC-CONTROLLED 
PRESS, BOTH AS STRAIGHT NEWS AND AS A TOPIC POR EDITORIAL 
COMMENT. THE THREE MAJOR PAPERS HAD BEEN CONSPICUOUSLY 
QUIET ALTER SECRETARY VANCE’S VISIT ALTHOUGH THE "NEW 
EVENING POST ' DID RUN A FAIRLY OPTIMISTIC COMMENTARY 
ON SPETEMBER 1 CITING THE "CHANGE" IN U.S. POLICY 
TOWARDS NORMALIZATION AS MERELY A "TEMPORARY 
SLOWDOWN." 
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2. IN ADDITION TO THE AP ITEM ON TENG'S REMARKS, 

"WEN WEI PAO" (SEPTEMBER 8) CARRIED THE STATEMENT 
ATTRIBUTED TO USLO THAT THE SECRETARY HAD NOT DISCUSSED 
ESTABLISHING A LIAISON OPPICE IN TAIWAN. A 
COMMENTARY ACCUSED THE U.S. OP FOLLOWING A "TWO-FACED 
POLICY" - STATING THAT "CHINA IS THE CENTER OP 
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U.S. FOREIGN POLICY" WHILE CONTINUING TO EXPRESS 
CONCERN OVER THE "PEACEFUL LIFE OF THE PEOPLE OF 
TAIWAN." THE PAPER ATTRIBUTED THIS "FLUCTUATING AND 
CONTRADICTORY POLICY" TO I) AN APPEASEMENT POLICY 
TOWARDS THE SOVIET UNION, AND 2) EFFORTS TO SUPPORT 
THE ROC SO AS TO MAINTAIN U.S. INTERESTS IN TAIWAN. 

3 "TA RUNG PAO" IN ITS SEPTEMBER 8 COMMENTARY NOTED 
THE STATE DEPARTMENT SPOKESMAN HAD NOT DENIED THE 
CONTENTS OF TENG'S REMARKS AND HAD REAFFIRMED U.S. 
COMMITMENT TO NORMALIZATION ON THE BASIS OF THE 
SHANGHAI COMMUNIQUE. THE PAPER ADDED THAT THIS 
POINT (THE SHANGHAI COMMUNIQUE) IS CRUCIAL; "OTHERWISE, 
USLO'S NEW CHIEF WOODCOCK MIGHT JUST AS WELL HAVE 
LEFT PEKING WITH VANCE." 

4. THE SEPTEMBER 8 AND 9 PRC-CONTROLLED PRESS 
COMMENTARIES RESPONDED TO THE DEPARTMENT SPOKESMAN'S 
REMARKS AND THOSE OF FORMER PRESIDENT FORD BY 
SUPPORTING TENG'S VERSION BUT EMPHASIZING THAT 

TENG'S COMMENTS WERE MADE IN A "FRIENDLY TALK" AND 
THAT NCNA HAD DESCRIBED THE TALKS AS "USEEUL" 

AND SECRETARY VANCE AS "SINCERE." 

5. IT APPEARS THAT BEFORE TENG'S REMARKS THE LOCAL 
COMMUNIST ORGANS HAD BEEN GIVEN LITTLE GUIDANCE ON 
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HOW TO PLAY THE VANCE VISIT. THE DELAY MIGHT HAVE 
BEEN CAUSED BY PRESIDENT TITO'S VISIT WHICH GENERATED 
SEVERAL COMMENTARIES. MORE LIKELY, PEKING MAY HAVE 
WAITED TO SEE HOW THE USG AND U.S. MEDIA REPORTED 
THE VISIT. THE SEPTMEER I "NEW EVENING POST" 

COMMENTARY WAS IN THE VEIN OF PERSONAL REACTIONS OF 
LOCAL CADRES WHO TALKED WITH CONGENOFFS IMMEDIATELY 
AFTER THE SECRETARY'S VISIT. THESE CADRES, AND THE 
PAPER, MAY HAVE BEEN RELYING THEN ON PUBLIC STATEMENTS 
MADE IN PEKING DURING THE COURSE OF THE VISIT. 
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